
PUBLIC INFORMATION STATEMENT 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE CHICAGO IL 

300 PM CST SUN MAR 1 2015 

 

...MARCH 1ST THROUGH MARCH 7TH IS SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS WEEK IN 

ILLINOIS... 

 

MARCH 1ST THROUGH MARCH 7TH IS SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS WEEK. 

SEVERE WEATHER...IN THE FORM OF TORNADOES...LIGHTNING...FLASH 

FLOODS...DAMAGING WINDS...AND DESTRUCTIVE HAIL...STRIKES ILLINOIS 

EACH SPRING...SUMMER AND FALL...SOMETIMES WITH INCREDIBLE VIOLENCE 

SUCH AS ON NOVEMBER 17 2013.   

 

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE URGES YOU TO DEVELOP A SAFETY  

PLAN FOR USE AT YOUR HOME...WORKPLACE...SCHOOL...VEHICLE...AND FOR  

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES. BE AWARE OF SEVERE WEATHER SAFETY RULES.  

PLANNING AHEAD AND KNOWING WHAT TO DO MIGHT SAVE YOUR LIFE. FOR MORE  

INFORMATION VISIT THE ILLINOIS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY WEB SITE  

AT WWW.READY.ILLINOIS.GOV. 

 

ON TUESDAY MARCH 3 AT 1000 AM CST A TEST TORNADO WARNING WILL BE 

ISSUED FOR ALL ILLINOIS COUNTIES. MANY LOCATIONS IN ILLINOIS WILL 

ALSO TEST OUTDOOR WARNING SIRENS ON TUESDAY MORNING. THIS IS AN 

IDEAL TIME TO REVIEW YOUR SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURES OR CONDUCT A 

TORNADO DRILL AT YOUR HOME...SCHOOL...OR PLACE OF BUSINESS. 

 

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IS BUILDING A WEATHER READY NATION. THE  

PURPOSE OF THE WEATHER READY NATION INITIATIVE IS TO SAVE LIVES AND  

LIVELIHOODS. BY INCREASING THE NATIONS WEATHER READINESS...THE  

COUNTRY WILL BE PREPARED TO PROTECT...MITIGATE...RESPOND TO...AND  

RECOVER FROM WEATHER RELATED DISASTERS. 

 

THE NWS URGES YOU TO BECOME A FORCE OF NATURE. BEING A FORCE OF  

NATURE GOES BEYOND TAKING APPROPRIATE PREPAREDNESS ACTION. ITS ABOUT  

INSPIRING OTHERS TO DO THE SAME. THE NWS IS ASKING PEOPLE NOT ONLY  

TO BE PREPARED...BUT ALSO TO ENCOURAGE THEIR SOCIAL NETWORK TO ACT  

BY TEXTING...TWEETING...OR POSTING A FACEBOOK STATUS UPDATE. FOR  

MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.NWS.NOAA.GOV/COM/WEATHERREADYNATION/ 

 

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE WILL BRING YOU A SERIES OF 

INFORMATIONAL MESSAGES THIS WEEK...TO BETTER PREPARE YOU FOR THE 

SEVERE WEATHER HAZARDS THAT MAY THREATEN YOUR SAFETY.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ready.illinois.gov/
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...TORNADO WATCHES AND WARNINGS... 

 

TORNADOES ARE THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE STORMS THAT OCCUR IN ILLINOIS. 

BEING PREPARED FOR A TORNADO CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE. 

 

A TORNADO WATCH MEANS SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS AND TORNADOES ARE 

POSSIBLE IN YOUR AREA OVER THE NEXT FEW HOURS. BE PREPARED. WATCHES 

ARE ISSUED BY THE STORM PREDICTION CENTER IN NORMAN OKLAHOMA...FOR 

LARGE AREAS...TYPICALLY PORTIONS OF STATES...AND USUALLY FOR 4 TO 6 

HOURS. FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.SPC.NOAA.GOV.  

 

A TORNADO WARNING MEANS A TORNADO HAS BEEN SIGHTED BY A TRAINED 

STORM SPOTTER...OR INTENSE ROTATION THAT WILL LIKELY PRODUCE A 

TORNADO HAS BEEN DETECTED BY DOPPLER RADAR. GET TO A PLACE OF SAFETY 

IMMEDIATELY. WARNINGS ARE ISSUED BY YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL WEATHER 

SERVICE OFFICE ON A STORM BY STORM BASIS...USUALLY FOR PORTIONS OF 

COUNTIES...FOR 30 TO 60 MINUTES. 
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...STATEWIDE TORNADO DRILL TUESDAY MARCH 3... 

 

ON TUESDAY MARCH 3 AT 1000 AM CST A TEST TORNADO WARNING WILL BE 

ISSUED FOR ALL ILLINOIS COUNTIES. MANY LOCATIONS IN ILLINOIS WILL 

ALSO TEST OUTDOOR WARNING SIRENS ON TUESDAY MORNING. 

 

MOST COMMERCIAL RADIO AND TV STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE BY PASSING 

ALONG THE TEST TORNADO WARNING. THE TEST WARNING WILL BE 

DISSEMINATED THROUGH NOAA WEATHER RADIO WITH THE TONE ALARM AND 

SAME CODES. 

 

THIS IS AN IDEAL TIME TO REVIEW YOUR SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURES  

OR CONDUCT A TORNADO DRILL AT YOUR HOME...SCHOOL...OR PLACE OF 

BUSINESS. 
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...TORNADOES AND TORNADO SAFETY...  

 

IN ILLINOIS...MOST TORNADOES OCCUR FROM APRIL THROUGH JUNE...DURING 

THE MID AFTERNOON THROUGH EARLY EVENING HOURS...BUT THEY CAN OCCUR 

ANYTIME OF DAY AND ANY MONTH OF THE YEAR. ILLINOIS RANKS FIFTH IN 

THE NATION IN TORNADO FREQUENCY PER SQUARE MILE.  

 

LAST YEAR...ILLINOIS HAD 48 TORNADOES...WHICH CAUSED TWO INJURIES. 

IN 2013...ILLINOIS HAD 54 TORNADOES...THAT CAUSED 187 INJURIES AND 

EIGHT FATALITIES. NEARLY HALF THE TORNADOES THAT YEAR OCCURRED 

DURING THE NOVEMBER 17 2013 OUTBREAK…WHICH WAS THE FOURTH LARGEST IN 

HISTORY. THERE WERE TWO EF-4 TORNADOES...ONE NEAR CENTRALIA AND THE 

OTHER WHICH STRUCK WASHINGTON.  

 

WHEN A TORNADO THREATENS...YOU MAY ONLY HAVE SECONDS TO SAVE 

YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY. HAVE A PREPAREDNESS PLAN FOR YOUR 

HOME...SCHOOL...AND WORKPLACE. KNOW WHERE TO FIND THE BEST TORNADO 

SHELTER.  

 

IN A HOME...GO TO THE BASEMENT AND GET UNDER THE STAIRWELL...OR 

UNDER A HEAVY PIECE OF FURNITURE. IF THERE IS NO BASEMENT...GO TO AN 

INTERIOR CLOSET...HALL OR BATHROOM ON THE LOWEST FLOOR AND STAY AWAY 

FROM WINDOWS. COVER YOUR HEAD WITH PILLOWS OR SOFA CUSHIONS. 

  

IN SCHOOLS...HOSPITALS...CHURCHES AND OFFICE BUILDINGS...GO TO SMALL 

INTERIOR ROOMS OR INTERIOR HALLS ON THE LOWEST FLOOR. LONG CORRIDORS 

WITH DOORS OR WINDOWS ON THE END CAN ACT AS WIND TUNNELS. STAY AWAY 

FROM WINDOWS. AVOID LARGE OPEN AREAS WITH FREE SPAN ROOFS SUCH AS 

GYMNASIUMS AND CAFETERIAS. 

  

IN STEEL AND CONCRETE HIGH RISE BUILDINGS...IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO 

GET TO THE LOWEST FLOOR...BUT GO TO INTERIOR HALLS...BATHROOMS OR 

CLOSETS.  STAY AWAY FROM WINDOWS. 

 

IN SHOPPING CENTERS...AVOID LARGE OPEN AREAS AND GLASS. SEEK SHELTER 

IN BATHROOMS...SMALL INTERIOR SPACES AND BEHIND COUNTERS. DO NOT 

ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE IN YOUR VEHICLE.  

  

ABANDON MOBILE HOMES AND VEHICLES FOR A NEARBY REINFORCED BUILDING. 

AS A LAST RESORT LIE FLAT IN A DITCH. DO NOT SEEK SHELTER UNDER AN 

OVERPASS. 
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 ...LIGHTNING SAFETY... 

 

LIGHTNING IS THE MOST FREQUENT IMPORTANT WEATHER THREAT TO PERSONAL  

SAFETY DURING THE THUNDERSTORM SEASON. KEEP THESE LIGHTNING SAFETY  

TIPS IN MIND...  

 

PLAN AHEAD AND AVOID DANGEROUS LIGHTNING SITUATIONS. CHECK THE  

LATEST FORECAST BEFORE GOING OUTDOORS FOR EXTENDED PERIODS. WATCH  

FOR STORMS AND SEEK SHELTER INDOORS WHEN STORMS APPROACH. 

 

LIGHTNING OFTEN STRIKES THE TALLEST OBJECT. IF CAUGHT OUTDOORS  

DURING A STORM...DONT STAND NEXT TO TALL TREES OR POWER POLES. AND  

DONT BE OUT IN AN OPEN AREA WHERE YOU MAY BE THE TALLEST OBJECT. A  

CLOSED...HARD TOP METAL VEHICLE IS SAFE IN A THUNDERSTORM. AN OPEN  

STRUCTURE SUCH AS A PICNIC SHELTER WILL KEEP YOU DRY BUT IT WILL NOT  

PROTECT YOU FROM LIGHTNING. 

 

IF BOATING OR SWIMMING...GET OUT OF THE WATER WHEN STORMS APPROACH  

AND SEEK SHELTER INDOORS.   

 

AVOID USING ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES...CORDED TELEPHONES AND METAL  

PLUMBING WHEN INDOORS DURING A THUNDERSTORM. IT IS OKAY TO USE A  

CELL PHONE OR CORDLESS PHONE.  

 

THE BEST WAY TO STAY SAFE FROM LIGHTNING IS TO GO INDOORS AS SOON AS  

THERE IS A THREAT. A GOOD WAY TO REMEMBER IS...WHEN THUNDER ROARS... 

GO INDOORS. THERE IS NO SAFE PLACE OUTDOORS WHEN LIGHTNING IS 

PRESENT 

 

LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION DURING NATIONAL LIGHTNING SAFETY AWARENESS  

WEEK JUNE 21 THROUGH JUNE 27 OR VISIT WWW.LIGHTNINGSAFETY.NOAA.GOV. 
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...FLASH FLOOD SAFETY... 

 

A FLASH FLOOD IS A RAPID RISE IN CREEKS AND STREAMS...OR SERIOUS 

URBAN FLOODING...CAUSED BY HEAVY RAIN FROM THUNDERSTORMS...WHICH 

POSES A THREAT TO LIFE AND PROPERTY. FLOODS AND FLASH FLOODS KILL 

MORE PEOPLE NATIONWIDE THAN ANY OTHER STORM HAZARD...IN MOST YEARS. 

IN ILLINOIS...MOST FLASH FLOODS OCCUR IN JULY AND AUGUST...AND THEY 

OFTEN OCCUR AT NIGHT.   

 

ABOUT HALF OF ALL FLASH FLOOD RELATED DEATHS OCCUR IN VEHICLES. DONT 

DRIVE THROUGH FLOODED ROADS...ESPECIALLY IF THE WATER IS MOVING 

RAPIDLY. FLOODED OR WASHED OUT ROADS ARE ESPECIALLY DIFFICULT TO SEE 

AT NIGHT. REMEMBER...IF YOU ENCOUNTER A FLOODED ROAD...TURN 

AROUND...DONT DROWN. 

 

DONT LET CHILDREN PLAY NEAR STORM DRAINS...CREEKS OR FLOODED AREAS.  

 

IF YOU LIVE NEAR A CREEK OR STREAM...EVACUATE TO HIGHER GROUND IF 

WATER RISES RAPIDLY OR IF A FLASH FLOOD WARNING IS ISSUED.  

 

URBAN FLOODING IS ALSO POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. HEAVY RAIN THAT 

RESULTS IN FLOODING OF STREETS...VIADUCTS AND UNDERPASSES IN AN 

URBAN AREA CAN POSE A THREAT TO MOTORISTS. HEAVY RAIN CAN ALSO 

RESULT IN FLOODED BASEMENTS...PONDING OF WATER IN LOW SPOTS AND 

RAPID FLOODING OF DRAINAGE DITCHES AND STORM SEWER SYSTEMS.  

 

MARCH 15 THROUGH 21 IS NATIONAL FLOOD SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK. FOR 

MORE INFORMATION...VISIT WWW.FLOODSAFETY.NOAA.GOV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PUBLIC INFORMATION STATEMENT 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE CHICAGO IL 

800 AM CST FRI MAR 6 2013 

 

...SEVERE THUNDERSTORM SAFETY... 

 

SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS POSE A THREAT TO LIFE AND PROPERTY. THEY 

PRODUCE DAMAGING DOWNBURST WINDS OF AROUND 60 MPH OR GREATER...AND 

OR LARGE DESTRUCTIVE HAIL...ONE INCH IN DIAMETER OR GREATER. 

FLOODING RAINS...FREQUENT CLOUD TO GROUND LIGHTNING...AND TORNADOES 

ARE ALSO POSSIBLE IN SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS.  

 

A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH MEANS SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS ARE POSSIBLE 

IN THE NEXT FEW HOURS AND TO BE PREPARED.  

 

A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING MEANS A THUNDERSTORM CAPABLE OF 

CAUSING DAMAGE AND INJURY HAS BEEN SIGHTED OR DETECTED BY RADAR. GO 

INDOORS AND STAY AWAY FROM WINDOWS. HEADING INTO THE BASEMENT OR THE 

LOWER LEVEL IS ENCOURAGED AS SOME STORMS HAVE WINDS AS STRONG AS 

TORNADOES…AND SOME CAN INTENSITY RAPIDLY AND PRODUCE A TORNADO. 

 

ON JUNE 30 2014...THERE WAS A LARGE COMPLEX OF STORMS THAT MOVED 

ACROSS NORTHERN ILLINOIS RESULTING IN OVER 250 REPORTS OF SEVERE 

WINDS AND DAMAGE. THIS SERVED AS A REMINDER TO TAKE SEVERE 

THUNDERSTORM WARNINGS SERIOUSLY. 

 

VERY LARGE HAIL...GOLF BALL OR LARGER...IS BOTH DESTRUCTIVE AND 

DANGEROUS AND CAN OCCUR WITH VIOLENT STORMS. THIS IS A THREAT  
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…HAVE REDUNDANT METHODS TO RECEIVE WEATHER WARNINGS… 

 

TODAY...A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF TORNADOES...NEW TECHNOLOGY SUCH AS 

DUAL POL DOPPLER RADAR...FASTER COMMUNICATIONS...AND BETTER SKYWARN 

STORM SPOTTING NETWORKS...ALLOW METEOROLOGISTS TO PROVIDE MORE 

ACCURATE AND TIMELY WARNINGS FOR DESTRUCTIVE TORNADOES AND SEVERE 

STORMS. BUT IN ORDER FOR THE WARNINGS TO BE EFFECTIVE...PEOPLE MUST 

RECEIVE THE WARNINGS IN A TIMELY MANNER AND TAKE PROPER ACTIONS TO 

PROTECT THEMSELVES.  

 

THE BEST WAY TO RECEIVE SEVERE WEATHER WATCHES AND WARNINGS IS WITH 

A TONE ALERT NOAA WEATHER RADIO...ALL HAZARDS. A WEATHER RADIO WILL 

GIVE YOU SEVERE WEATHER INFORMATION DIRECT FROM YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL 

WEATHER SERVICE OFFICE. WATCHES AND WARNINGS ARE PRECEDED BY A TONE 

ALERT THAT CAN AUTOMATICALLY ACTIVATE YOUR RADIO AND GET YOUR 

ATTENTION WITH A HIGH PITCHED ALARM...EVEN IF STORMS HIT IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. S A M E EQUIPPED RADIOS CAN BE PROGRAMMED TO 

ONLY ALERT YOU TO WATCHES AND WARNINGS FOR A SPECIFIC COUNTY...OR 

GROUP OF COUNTIES.  

 

IN ADDITION...THE RADIOS CAN ALERT YOU TO A NON WEATHER EMERGENCY 

SUCH AS A HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SPILL OR CHILD ABDUCTION.  

 

WEATHER RADIOS CAN BE PURCHASED AT MANY ELECTRONICS AND DEPARTMENT 

STORES FOR 30 TO 80 DOLLARS. THEY ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR 

HOMES...SCHOOLS...HOSPITALS...NURSING HOMES...DAY 

CARE CENTERS...AND BUSINESSES. YOU SHOULD ALSO TAKE ONE ALONG WHEN 

BOATING OR CAMPING. MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WEATHER RADIO CAN BE 

FOUND AT WWW.NWS.NOAA.GOV/NWR/INDEX.HTML 

 

REMEMBER...SIRENS ARE OUTDOOR WARNING SYSTEMS AND SHOULD NOT BE YOUR 

PRIMARY METHOD OF RECEIVING TORNADO WARNINGS.  

 

YOU CAN GET UP TO THE MINUTE FORECASTS...WATCHES...WARNINGS...STORM 

REPORTS...RADAR IMAGES...SATELLITE PICTURES...CLIMATE DATA...SEVERE 

WEATHER SAFETY INFORMATION...AND MORE FROM NOAAS NATIONAL WEATHER 

SERVICE ONLINE AT WEATHER.GOV. YOU CAN VIEW WARNINGS GRAPHICALLY TO 

SEE IF YOU ARE IN THE PATH OF A WARNED STORM. FOR YOUR MOBILE DEVICE 

YOU CAN GO TO MOBILE.WEATHER.GOV. 

 

FOR NORTHEAST ILLINOIS GO TO WEATHER.GOV/CHICAGO 

FOR NORTHWEST ILLINOIS GO TO WEATHER.GOV/QUADCITIES 

FOR CENTRAL ILLINOIS GO TO WEATHER.GOV/LINCOLN 

FOR SOUTHWEST ILLINOIS GO TO WEATHER.GOV/STLOUIS  

FOR FAR SOUTH ILLINOIS GO TO WEATHER.GOV/PADUCAH  

 

ALTHOUGH NOT DIRECTLY PROVIDED BY NWS...THERE ARE MANY VENDORS WHO 

PROVIDE WEATHER APPS FOR SMART PHONES...WHICH CAN SEND WATCHES AND 

WARNINGS TO YOUR PHONE. 

 

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATION COMMISSION...DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY...AND NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HAVE TEAMED UP WITH THE 



NATIONS WIRELESS PHONE SERVICE PROVIDERS...WHO WILL BROADCAST 

WIRELESS EMERGENCY ALERTS TO MOBILE DEVICES FOR TORNADOES...FLASH 

FLOODS AND OTHER LIFE THREATENING EVENTS. IF YOU HAVE A DEVICE THAT 

IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING WIRELESS EMERGENCY ALERTS...AND YOU ARE 

WITHIN RANGE OF A CELL PHONE TOWER THAT IS IN A WARNED AREA...YOU 

WILL RECEIVE AN ALERT. IT WILL BE LIKE A TEXT MESSAGE BUT WITH A 

DISTINCT TONE. FOR MORE INFORMATION...GO TO 

WWW.NWS.NOAA.GOV/COM/WEATHERREADYNATION/WEA.HTML. FOR INFORMATION 

ABOUT YOUR DEVICE...CONTACT YOUR WIRELESS SERVICE PROVIDER OR VISIT 

WWW.CTIA.ORG/WEA. 

  


